COMMUNITY LIVING ASSOCIATION

(LANARK COUNTY)

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2005/2006

June 2005

· Elected Officers: President – Lori Reith; Vice President – Cathy Wilson; Treasurer – Cindy Halcrow; and Secretary – Rick Tutt (ex officio).

August 2005

· Heard that the summer student hired with a federal grant has negotiated with the newspapers to carry articles on the Association for several months.

· Was made aware of the progress in assisting four people return from Rideau Regional Centre to their new home in Smiths Falls.

· Agreed to the creation of a part time management position for six months, with a possible extension.

· Received an update on the work accomplished on the Operational Review.

· Extended thanks to the retiring Board members.

· Received an increase from the Ministry of 1.5% to our operating budget and wrote the Minister of Community and Social Services and the Premier expressing our concern about such a limited increase.

· In support of the closure of Rideau Regional Centre and the other two provincial institutions, passed a motion to encourage Community Living Ontario to seek intervening status in the upcoming Class Action Lawsuit designed to oppose the facility closures.

September 2005

· Invited the Community Living Ontario, Regional Director – Noreene Adam to attend the October Board meeting.

· Contributed $250 toward a newspaper advertisement geared to encouraging families of people living at Rideau Regional Centre to contact local associations in order to become familiar with community support and services.

October 2005

· Agreed to work with our Union to distribute a petition encouraging the government of Ontario to agree to a fair wage practice for employees in this field.

· Agreed to complete the renovations to the downstairs area of the Townline Road building in order to create accessible office space and to pave the parking lot.

· Hosted a Les Vallees Regional Meeting (the regional council of Community Living Ontario).

· Approved the Dedicated Housing Support Budget and submitted it to the Ministry of Community and Social Services.

· Renewed the mortgage on 29 and 31 Elmsley Street in Smiths Falls.

November 2005

· Established a group to plan the 40th Anniversary of the Association and public relations activities of the Association.

· Sent a letter to County Council expressing concern about their action backing off funding subsidized spaces at Tally Ho Manor as a result of “not in my backyard” actions by neighbours in Carleton Place.

· Sent a gift and letter of thanks to Annette Chan, Program Supervisor for the Ministry of Community and Social Services for her many years of support, as she was being reassigned to work with another County.

December 2005

· Hosted a Christmas Dinner for Board members and management staff.

January 2006

· Approved a report on fund raising activities for the coming year that established our goal of $60,000.

· Approved a number of activities regarding the Association’s 40th Anniversary.

· Agreed that physical and/or mechanical restraints are inconsistent with Association values and that any use of such restraints must be time targeted while appropriate alternatives are sought.

· Agreed to honour pay equity obligations to December 2005.

· Approved the Ministry of Community and Social Services Operating Budget for 2005- 2006 in the amount of $3,509,605 and submitted it to the Ministry.

February 2006

· Approved additional resources to the renovations of the Townline Road budget if required.

· Sent a letter to our local MPP encouraging him to vote against a private member’s bill that would rescind the government’s commitment to close the provincial institutions.

· Wrote to John Gerretsen, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing expressing concerns about local municipal by-laws that discriminate against people with intellectual disabilities.

· Approved a number of Human Resource policies.

March 2006

· Approved a number of amendments to the Association’s Human Resource policies.

April 2006

· Approved the payment of the annual assessment to Community Living Ontario.

· Approved the payment of the annual assessment to OASIS.

· Approved the application to HRSDC for a grant for a summer student.

· Approved a donation to Community Living Ontario to assist with the development and publication of a book of stories that exemplify citizenship for people with intellectual disabilities.
· Along with Tayside Community Options and Mills Community Support Corporation, we developed a collaborative paper, stressing how the three service providers would work together to help people move back to Lanark County from Rideau Regional Centre. This paper was submitted to the Ministry.
May 2006

· Approved the awarding of the Developmental Service Worker bursary for the current year.

· Representatives attended the Federation Day of Community Living Ontario in Kingston.

· Established a Certificate of Excellence for a graduating student from the Social Worker Program at Algonquin College in Perth.

· Approved the granting of the Keith Johnston Award for 2005-2006 to Heather Shapiro.

June 2006

· Held the 4th Annual Association barbeque.

· Approved the Ministry of Community and Social Services Budget for 2006-2007 in the amount of $3,387,255 and submitted it to the Ministry.

· Renewed the mortgage for the property on Moffatt Street in Carleton Place.

· Sent information to the membership on the Ministry’s consultation process regarding reformation of services in Ontario.

Ongoing throughout the year

· Maintained and updated the Ongoing Pressures List that lists all current financial pressures being faced by the Association.

· Received regular reports on and monitored the financial affairs of the Association.

· Received monthly reports from the Executive Director regarding all aspects of the Association including supports provided, finances, properties, staffing issues, the wider federation (provincial and national levels), community issues, trends, ethical issues, etc.

· Participated in Les Vallees Regional Assembly, an integral component of Community living Ontario.

· Kept up to date on activities of Community Living Ontario and the Canadian Association for Community Living.

· Kept informed about the pending closure of Rideau Regional Centre and the Class Action Lawsuit brought about by families opposing the closures.

· Kept informed about discriminatory zoning issues that affect people with intellectual disabilities.

· Planned for several activities to celebrate the Association’s 40th Anniversary.

