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I am writing this report on the morning after our 4th Annual Barbeque. The celebrations reflected what is so good about this Association – people coming together, working together, having fun, celebrating – all in the name of the Association and what it stands for. What a way to celebrate our 40th Anniversary.

Bear with me while I reflect a bit on these past fourty years. While I have only been “officially” connected with Community Living Lanark for the past six years, my connections go back to when I started in this field as an employee of the Ottawa Association, working in a sheltered workshop. In 1966 and 1967 I got to know people from Lanark, particularly Joan and Willis Lesway  (Willis was the first president). I maintained a friendship with Joan until her death a number of years ago. When I moved to Toronto to work for Community Living Ontario in 1968 my responsibilities (and privilege) always included working with the Lanark people until I left CLO in 1999.

Over the years I have come to know and respect so many people from the County…the Goods…Andy Stewart…the Harpers…Skee Haggar…the Bradys…Marjre McCoubrey…Tom Brownell…Alice Miller…Bruce Monteith…Harry Purdy – to name but a few. These people (many of them true pioneers) are only the tip of the iceberg of volunteers that created the strong Association that we are so proud of today.

I remember ARC Industries (even had a dining room set refinished)… the Association assuming responsibility for the approved boarding home program from Rideau Regional Centre and turning it into a successful family home program…working with local people on the Tri Ministry initiative that helped people move out of nursing homes…the start of many of our residential supports…and so many other great initiatives.

As we celebrate our 40th Anniversary…we remember the hundreds of parents, volunteers, employees and community members who toiled to create this Association. 

Our 40th year as an Association has been equally challenging and rewarding!

We celebrated the Ministry’s decision to close the remaining institutions…we helped three gentlemen move to Smiths Falls and create a new home for themselves…renovations to our new offices on the lower floor of the Townline Road building are almost complete and we hope to move downstairs in July. (watch for an open house)…over 100 staff continue to provide creative, caring and individualized assistance to 152 people throughout Lanark County to become more involved and recognized as citizens of their communities…our public image in the community has increased substantially thanks to the efforts of our summer student who has been getting “our story” in all the local newspapers.

There are still many challenges yet to face!

Many people at Rideau Regional Centre need our support to move and find a new life in the community…we constantly must review and improve our supports - each year getting closer to our goal and vision…continuing work is required to realize our Strategic Plan…we must continue to lobby the Ministry to develop increased and varied funding opportunities as far too many people are without appropriate or adequate supports.

I have no doubt that we can build upon our achievements and face the challenges with confidence and success.

We have amazing staff! The Management team is constantly thinking of new and better ways to guide the ongoing operation and development of the Association. Our front line workers, the heart of the Association, are incredible and constant in their creative, individualized and innovative responses to the needs of the people for whom we all work. And the people for whom we work always demonstrate how they meet and overcome all obstacles…they are truly inspirational as they demand from all of us their rightful place as citizens of Canada.

Our Board of Directors is dedicated and totally supportive. I would like to particularly express my thanks to outgoing President Lori Reith for her guidance, support and commitment. It has been a unique pleasure to work with her during the past several years.

Thanks to everyone who shares our belief and vision. Let’s congratulate ourselves on our first 40 years…and wish us well for the next 40!

I am so proud to be a part of this Association and the community living movement.

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Tutt
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